Celebration of Independence Day in Leeds
The Tarbut Association of Leeds held an Independence Day celebration in the Zion hall. The chairman, Mr. Joseph Porton, began with words of blessing and thanksgiving for the merit we have enjoyed of witnessing the renewal of our national independence in the land of our fathers.
The keynote speaker, Dr. Judah J. Slotki, spoke about the value of the State for us in the present and in the past [sic]. Its value in the present was that it had caused the Jew to stand tall and proud, it had made us shed our inner sense of wandering and had enabled the Israelite nation to find a place to call home and now every Jew who wanted could be a complete Jew pure and simple free of embellishments, free of special conditions and free of “synonyms.” The State also had great value for the future. As one of the most enlightened countries in the Near East, it would aid the spiritual arousal of its neighbours and encourage their cultural development and, as one of the nations of strength, it would contribute to a just solution to all of the world’s problems so that peace could prevail in the world. Its complete independence would serve as a basis for establishing reciprocal relations between Israel and the other nations and for it to realize its unique cultural and political character in accordance with its spirit and designation as the “chosen people.” For, while we may be a nation like any nation, “the house of Israel is not like the other peoples.”
On this festive occasion, let us recall to their credit our leaders throughout the generations and offer our eternal thanks to our young men and women who sacrificed their lives on the battle field and for our whole chain of heroes going back to the destruction of the second temple and let us thank and acknowledge the memory of our spiritual leaders, our Hebrew writers and teachers who worked to revive our language and culture and thereby pathed the way for the revival of our State. Above all, we must remember that we are forbidden from ascribing praise to ourselves, boasting and saying that “our strength and the power of our hands wrought all of this honor for us” but we must thank and praise the heavenly providence that employs various different means for achieving its ends.
After Dr. Slotki, Mr. A. B. Rivlin spoke and shared his fascinating memories of the land of Israel of forty-five years ago. Most of the attendees participated attentively in the talk following the speeches.
Cantor S. Stern gave an enjoyable performance of Hebrew songs, which he sang in a Sephardic accent.
Finally, Mr. S. Miller expressed gratitude on behalf of the meeting to the chairman and speakers.
When the meeting ended, the executive committee of the Tarbut Association was elected: Dr. Judah Slotki – Deputy President; Mr. Y Wolf – Honorary Secretary; Mr. S. Miller – Treasurer.
