ATONEMENT DAY
     Has YomKippur a positive contribution to offer? …
“As for man … he is as the grass that withereth and as the flower that fadeth, as the fleeting shadow and as a passing cloud, and as the wind that bloweth, and as the floating dust, and as a dream that flieth away”.
This eminently appropriate text makes us pause and wonder, and at once confronts us with a striking paradox.  On the one hand it brings home to us with painful vividness our utter insignificance, our complete nothingness, and fills us as it is intended to, with a sense of humility and deep contriteness of spirit.  On the other, it throws out a spirited challenge!  If we are but as the grass that withers, as the flower that fadeth, here today and gone tomorrow, so insignificant · the presence of G-d's supreme majesty, why all the fuss and bother about our sins and failings, why all the pomp and circumstance of Rosh Hashanah, of the Ten Days of Penitence, of Yom Kippur, of the Selichot, the Shofar blowing, the breast beating, the endless confessions? How can our deeds or misdeeds matter in the great scheme of the Almighty, in whose eyes, as the Psalmist says, a thousand years are but as yesterday and man's life but as a dream that flieth away? Has then Yom Kippur a positive contribution to offer?

WHAT IS SIN?
It is the concept of sinning that, above all, occupies our thoughts on the solemn days. But what is sin? The nature and cause of misdeeds have exercised the best minds throughout the ages and have influenced both deterrent legislation and methods of treatment and cure. The Rabbis of old with their usual insight, attributed sin to folly, to sheer stupidity on the part of the sinner. To them the sinner is a fool or a madman, for they hold that ' none but an idiot would deliberately commit an antisocial act. 
Their view is confirmed by modern psychological opinion. Sin today is regarded as a mental aberration and its commission as a sign of an uneasy mind, a spirit in conflict with itself, at daggers drawn with society.
The approach to the treatment of the disease has been influenced by this view and is now no longer punitive and restrictive, but rather curative and preventative. Society now regards it as an eternal and moral obligation, first to cure the ailment, and secondly to shape the environment so that the individual can live in it a free, unfettered, harmonious life.

THE FUNCTION OF YOM KIPPUR
And Yom Kippur has precisely this aim. It comes not to absolve us of our social and moral misdeeds, but rather to impress upon us our corporate responsibilities to the wrongdoer. It bids us remove the environmental causes of the disease to which our sins are but the symptoms. It shows us in fact how to heal the sickness, to restore the sanity of the individual, and to turn him once more into a harmonious personality at one with himself and at one with the society in which he works and lives. 
The function of Yom Kippur has been aptly described as one, not of "atonement" forgiveness, but of " at-one-ment". It indicates our belief that what the world needs today more than ever is a humanity not at sixes and sevens, but a humanity whose members are at one with themselves and at one with each other. Destiny must inevitably fulfil itself in this very spirit of the day of Atonement. Slowly but surely we are moving towards the attainment of this universal at-one-ment. 
Unprecedented strides have been made in all fields of human endeavour, and with each step forward the world seems to be drawn closer together, is made progressively smaller, more easily accessible, more palpably "one". 
On the face of it the world does not seem to change. A great national English newspaper a few years ago reached a milestone in its long journalistic life. It had just published its number 34567, and in a leading article calling attention to the event it pardonably cast a glance back to number 23456 which appeared 36 years earlier, and at number 12345 which had appeared 36 years before that. The result of the retrospect was illuminating, for it showed how little the world had really changed in all those years. The same themes occur, with variations in the news of those far-off days on disarmament, China, Japan, Bolshevism, greater productivity, Cyprus or some other island. And when the writer inevitably turns to the future and wonders what the headlines will be in the issue of number 45678, 36 years hence, he half cynically forecasts: disarmament, greater production, etc. and he asks in conclusion, "Which troublesome island will it be then". 
But it is not in the political world alone that, the words of Koheleth apply: "generation cometh and generation goeth but the earth remaineth forever". In the spiritual world, too, this seems to be true. Saadia Gaon, in his famous work Emunot Vedeot, ·endeavoured  to reconcile the conflict raging in his day between reason and faith. In his introduction he might be speaking for the men and women of our own day. "Many", he says, "of those who adhere to their faith, entertain impure beliefs and unclean ideas, while those who deny the faith boast of their unbelief and triumphantly deride the men of truth. I saw men sink, as it were, in a sea of doubt and overwhelmed by the waves of confusion, and there was no diver to bring them up from the depths and no swimmer to come to their rescue". How true his words ring today, 1,100 years after they were first written! Are we then indeed like the ocean waves, merely surging backward and forward with the flowing tide? 

UNMISTAKABLE DESIGN
Looking at life as it is we cannot escape conviction that amid the perpetual ebb and flow of human existence there is surely unfolding itself a definite and unmistakable design. 
With increasing clarity we seem to be realising the growing interconnection between the different components that make up this world in which we live, our essential one-ness, our mutual inter-dependence, our inescapable inter-responsibilities. We seem, in fact inexorably to be progressing towards a unified world order. 
This truth is unfolding itself along almost all planes of human experience: the individual, the communal, the international and the universal. 
Individually, we are becoming more and more communally minded. We seem to be much more conscious of our common responsibilities and obligations. The massive contribution we make to the demands of Israel, and especially the united stand of last year, are an eloquent tribute to our sense of a common destiny. 
Our greatest hopes for the future of the community, of the world, and indeed of humanity itself is perhaps to be found in the growing sense that we belong to the community, to the nation, to a world brotherhood.
Anglo-Jewry enjoys a degree of unity previously unknown. It occupies a status such as has never been equalled in its 300 years of existence m this country. Jews are carrying off, in an unprecedented manner, the highest civic honours the country can offer. And amid all their honours they proudly proclaim. their Jewishness, and like the prophet Jonah, whose book we read on Yom Kippur, they exclaim without trace of inhibition: "Ivri Anochi," I am a Hebrew. And Anglo Jewry shares with other Jews a sense of belonging to an even larger unit - world Jewry.
The State of Israel serves more and more as a focusing point for the affection and yearnings of the far-flung Jewries of the world. The mutual flow of contacts between Israel and the Diaspora is exercising and will continue to exercise a profound influence, spiritual and intellectual, in both directions, and must help to weld the dispersed communities in bonds of mutual interest and love. And World Jewry shares a sense of one-ness with other communities of other denominations. 
In the world of religion there is a decided advance towards unity, revealed not only in a reawakening of an active interest in religion, but also in the interrelationship between the various religious denominations. It shows itself in greater tolerance, in a tendency to stress similarities that unite rather than differences which divide.
On the universal plane we see how we are but a cog in the wheel of the vast universe, which with its countless hosts of galaxies, thickly studded with stars and planets, suns and moons of infinite size and splendour stretching away into endless space, is governed by the same laws, bounded by the same regulations as the minutest atom, the most infinitesimal proton and electron. There is a unity governing it all.
On the international level we observe how nations have been drawing ever closer together. Gone are the fierce feuds between local chieftains. In themselves these feuds might have seemed meaningless. In perspective the successive petty wars followed by subsequent alliances appear but as the prelude to the emergence of larger political units, the gradual elimination of rival countries and states and their absorption by larger and stronger entities, until today we see before our eyes an almost united world.
 Almost - for it is at the moment far from united. Its forces are loosely ranged under two of the most gigantic powers history has ever dreamed of, each armed to the teeth with the most scientific and most deadly weapons the human mind has ever conceived possible - each almost a demi-god, able with his deadly invention to demolish his opponent, nay, the whole world, and himself into the bargain. 

NEW WORLD
Nevertheless, incipient unity is there, ready to blossom out into real world union when man should will it and it is a stirring and exciting thought that we, living here today, may actually be on the verge of unprecedented developments towards absolute world unity. It is a grand feeling, this, that the present generation may be witnessing the birth-pangs of a brilliant new world order, pangs allegorically described by our sages as the Chevle Mashiach - the birth - throes of the Messianic era. For out of the present ferment in which the world is weltering must emerge, as surely as night follows day, the fulfilment of the oft-repeated Yom Kippur prayer for the unification of the whole world into an all-embracing union; veyeasu kullam agudah echat, and the final establishment of the long anticipated messianic era. 
If Yom Kippur, then, has a message for us today - and it has such a message - it is not so much that man is but a fleeting shadow and that therefore his actions are insignificant and his misdeeds of no account, but that just because his life is so fleeting every moment of that life on earth matters so much. If in G-d's eyes "1,000 years of human existence are but as yesterday" then in man's eyes each day must be recognised as equivalent to 1,000 years, and that therefore a day misspent is as 1,000 years lost in the fulfilment of the great scheme of natural and historical evolution in which the individual plays so vital a role. Accordingly what man says and what man does must affect the attainment of that unity towards which the world is moving and it is in our hands to help or to hinder progress towards final complete and absolute universal one-ness. 
Let us then, in the year now opening up for us, dedicate ourselves to this sublime end wholeheartedly and single-mindedly. Thus shall we justify our claim upon our Father in heaven to have our prayers on the Day of Atonement answered, to achieve that forgiveness for which we are pleading, that extension of life for which we are praying, that happiness and prosperity, that health, wealth and joy for which we are yearning. 
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