The New Encyclopaedia Hebraica
By Dr. J. J. SLOTKI
Director of Jewish Education for Leeds

I should like to tell readers of this Bulletin something about the latest triumph of Hebrew culture achieved by the infant State of Israel.

If I start off by saying a new Encyclopaedia, all in Hebrew, has just begun to appear, I may not be very successful in rousing much excitement.  An encyclopaedia is – well, just an encyclopaedia, and there is an end to it.

Yet I have heard of Jews, quite ordinary English-speaking Jews knowing little Hebrew, who have actually wept with joy when their eyes first beheld this wonderful literary work.  Their hearts were moved at seeing the giant strides made by the miraculous revival of Hebrew as a living language not only of the street but also of scholars and scientists.

Most modern nations have Encyclopaedias written in their own tongues.  England has the Encyclopaedia Britannica.  Italy has the Encyclopaedia Italiana. With the establishment of the State of Israel, it was merely a matter of time before the idea of having an Encyclopaedia of one’s very own took shape on its fertile soil.

A work of this kind is an absolute necessity, and it speaks eloquently for the daring and the enterprise of the new State that within three short years of its creation the plan should not only have assumed a concrete shape but that already three out of the sixteen volumes of the magnificent work should be in the hands of so many fortunate subscribers.

Of its profound importance to Israel and to world Jewry there can be no shadow of doubt.  The fact that the President of the State of Israel has consented to be the Honorary President is sufficient guarantee of this.  Dr Weizmann has hailed it as a literary undertaking that will “form a synthesis of Israel and its heritage with the creative efforts of the world in general.”  In England, there is now an Honorary Committee of Patrons, whose President is no less a personality that the Right Ho. Viscount Samuel, in whose opinion the Encyclopaedia “summarises the whole body of modern thought and science.”

As the national publication of the State of Israel, it symbolises both the re-emergence of Israel as a nation and its acceptance as a member of the Community of Nations, politically, spiritually and culturally.  It will, when complete, be one of the outstanding contributions to the advancement of human knowledge, for it will be the latest, most comprehensive and most authoritative Encyclopaedia to be issued by any country and in any language.  It will come to be regarded as an expression of Israel’s awakening spirit and intellect, the forerunner of the Hebrew and Jewish cultural revival. 

The completed work will appear in sixteen handsomely bound and beautifully illustrated volumes.  No less that six hundred and ten contributors and editors have co-operated in the work.  Among these are world-famous names, such as Albert Einstein, David Ben Gurion, Pandit Nehru, and others.  Many of its scholars are from Britain.  To Leeds Jewry a name of special interest is that of Prof. Saul Adler.

The work includes some 40,000 articles, and there are as many as one hundred thousand items in the index.  To make the work even more valuable, there are 3,000 maps and beautiful examples of fine art as well as numerous coloured illustrations that make the Encyclopaedia a delight and a permanent treasure even to those who do not understand Hebrew.

Already there are numerous subscribers all over Great Britain, and, pleasant to record, even in Leeds, all of them expressing joy at the possession of the work; and, though some of them do not read Hebrew themselves, they are glad to have something which they can had on to their children and grandchildren.
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