ZIONISM – RACISM?
By Dr. J. J. SLOTKI

		“Look down from heaven and see
		How we are becoming a laughing-stock
		And an object of scorn
		Among the nations”.

So lamented a mediaeval poet and, since his day, we have been called the epithets of which unscrupulous inhuman ingenuity is capable. The ancient Egyptians called us lepers. The Christians of the Middle Ages dubbed us usurers, sorcerers agents of the devil. The modern antisemites, if western, style us communists, or if Eastern, fascists, or international revolutionaries, and now, to crown it all, racists!

Now we know. Thanks to our dearly beloved cousin Ishmael, and his fellow travellers, the world has been provided the preposterous equation Zionism = Racism, and we rub our eyes and ask ourselves: have we dreamed this up, or has someone who is not insane actually said it?

If ever there could be an equation more ridiculously absurd it has still to be invented.  But logic and veracity have nothing to do with it. Blind, inveterate hatred such as the Arabs are afflicted with, seeks no verifiable explanations.  For that type of mentality black is white and white is black, and nothing anyone can say will change it.

Ahad Haam, the great Zionist philosopher, in an incisive and closely reasoned examination of the nature of the infamous blood-libel, proves how grotesque the accusation is that Jews eat Christian blood with their matzah.  “Jews and blood”?  he exclaims, “is there a paradox more glaring than this”?  The question is, of course, rhetorical. The answer is obvious. “and yet…...”, he concludes, sadly. 

Racism is a newly coined word, with scandalous overtones. The Oxford English Dictionary does not even mention the word in the body of the work.  To find it at all we must search for it at the end of the volume in the supplement of new words, where we learn that it was first used in 1942, at the height of the horrific Hitler regime.  The term implied hatred of nation against nation, person against person; a cruel determination of men to extirpate their follow-men.  It implied the superiority of one race over another and the dictatorship of certain privileged ethnic groups over other groups.  It suited Hitler’s bestial “philosophy” of life.  We thought, erroneously, alas, that with his ignominious defeat his whole weltanshauung had been swept away into the limbo, never to return.  “And yet”…. Today, looking at the international scene we cannot escape the horrible conviction that the spirit of Nazism still stalks the highways and byways of this hopeless earth. It is not so lamentable that antisemitism is rampant again.  The true tragedy is that it has raised its ugly head at the United Nations, the tribunal, we had hoped, of civilisation, the guarantor of human rights, of human dignity. 

What is it the Arabs really hate?  Zionism? Judaism?  Do they really, as they claim, dislike the philosophy which led the world, both east and west, to recognise publicly and unequivocally the right of the dispersed Jewish people to return to their native land, to live their own lives, fruitfully and beneficially?  Is it this they are against?  Are they really bothered about the strip of land, originally arid desert, which we purchased from the native Arabs or from the absentee Moslem landlords for extortionate sums of money?

The answers are obvious, what is really irking them is pure green-eyed envy, insatiable greed for appropriating a fertile, flourishing, industrialised land which they themselves had neither tilled nor toiled for and to which they fancy they need only stretch out their blood-stained hands to make their own. 

Zionism, to state the obvious, is by definition the love of Zion and all that goes with it.  It is the desire of every upholder of the idea to see the Land of Israel and the people of Israel united.  In this sense a gentile can be a Zionist.  Such was Balfour, such was Churchill, Lloyd George, Orde Wingate, to name but a few out of many.

Zionism, like Judaism, teaches the sanctity of human life, the holiness of labour, the rights of the individual, the brotherhood of man.  In the words of Abba Eban, Zionism is simply the Jewish people’s sense of origin and destination in the land linked eternally with its name.

The equation Zionism = Racism is a reductio ad absurdum, invented by the enemies of our people to prove what is manifestly a fantasy. As Daniel Moyniham, the U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. declared in a powerful statement before the General Assembly in November 1975: “Whatever else Zionism may be it is not and cannot be a form of racism.  It could not be, and could not become, racist unless it ceased to be Zionist.  The idea is contemptible and no civilised person would be associated with it”.
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