YOUTH’S FUTURE
By DR. J. J. SLOTKI

If we wish to be realistic we shall have to admit- and indeed no one denies it- that we are today facing a major crisis in our struggle for spiritual survival beside which all previous crises of this nature pale into insignificance.

In times past, we were accustomed to think, rather loosely, that with the birth of the State of Israel our worries about religious survival were over. We consoled ourselves that in the Gola- it may be almost impossible for our children to live full Jewish lives and that this was the price we had to pay for enjoying the “flesh pots” of Egypt. But in Israel, we soothed ourselves, the difficulties would vanish and the sacrifices become needless. All we had to do was to persuade our young people to settle in Israel, or at least to spend some time there, absorbing the right atmosphere, and so ensure a re-invigoration of traditional beliefs and observance. 

Alas, if the signs are to be believed, little comfort is forth-coming from that direction.  At a recent conference in Israel in which some 150 young people from a number of non-religious Kibbutzim took part, some shocking facts about Israeli Youth emerged, facts which shook the Israeli Jewish Public to its very foundations.

The youngsters voiced not pride in Israel’s achievements, nor faith in the ideals for which the State was established, in determination to carry on whatever the cost. No! they piteously cried “who are we?”.  What message has Jewish History to teach us of the present generation?  What real right have we to this land?  As a solution to the Jewish problem are there not better alternatives to a Jewish state?  In any case they conclude, the experiment of an independent Jewish home has failed, so why go on fighting endless wars and pile up the dead bodies of our precious young men and women?

It is being argued in Orthodox circles, both in Israel and in the Diaspora, that these disquieting symptoms are evident only among those young people who have been brought up as secularist citizens of a secular state.  These hopeless youngsters have been given no sublime ideal to live for, no spiritual ambition to strive for.  They had not been taught to believe that there is a G-d who guides their steps, a destiny that controls their actions.  They have only heard, as their better educated religious contemporaries have heard, that lo kechol haggoyim bet Yisrael “the House of Israel is not like all the other nations.”  It lives and thinks and acts on an infinitely higher level of spiritual existence.  Little can be said against this argument and indeed everything points to its truth.  The despair we see around us seems to come not from the ranks of those who proudly disport the “kippah serugah”, the little knitted skull-cap, but from the bare-headed shaggy haired product of the permissive society, the people who have been brought up on spiritual starvation.  Rightly has the Chief Rabbi declared that any Jewish child who is denied the opportunity to cultivate his faith is deprived of his birth-right and of the capacity to survive in a hostile world.  On this principle Dr. Jakovovitz argues that it is wrong for religion in Israel to be made a platform for party political bargaining, but that if it must be so, the religious party should go all out,  not as it has done hitherto, from the religious portfolio, but rather in the far more important one of the Ministry of Education.

Of course, he will not be listened to and the future of youth in Israel will remain a cause of grave concern.  
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