Israel, The Lamb among the Wild Beasts?
By JUDAH J. SLOTKI

Now that the gallant little state is, hopefully, enjoying a well-earned lull in the seemingly interminable struggle with its apparently irreconcilable Arab neighbours, it may be permissible to sit back for a brief moment and wonder, not for the first time, how it has been possible for such a tiny nation, confined to so narrow a strip of territory, not only to maintain its existence but also to survive intact – nay, to develop rapidly – amid a countless and relentless host of inveterate enemies.

“A miracle” some will say.  “A sign of that divine protection which has always been with us,” others will proclaim.  “No!” still others will assert, “kochi ve-otzem yadi”, our own strength, the power of our own hands has achieved all this”.  
All these claims are true.  Without miracles we should long ago have ceased to exist.  Without divine intervention Israel as a state would never have materialised.  Without the fratricidal battles between rival Arab states, it is a sobering thought that an alliance between them might have led to an overwhelming amalgamation of military forces against which Israel could not struggle for long.

JEWISH SURVIVAL
Our wise men of old favoured the idea of explaining Jewish survival as the result of mutual hostility and preoccupation among the nations of the world.  They illustrate their view with a charming parable.  Israel, they say, is like a lamb in a jungle of wild beasts.  If these wild animals had not been engaged in an effort to destroy each other, what chance of survival would the lamb have?  Mercifully, the Almighty sows dissension among the savage beasts and so the lamb escapes.  Should the lamb not be forgiven for feeling pleased that its enemies are too busy fighting each other to turn their fangs on itself?
But our ferocious enemies, in whose wicked eyes Israel can never do right, are already busy accusing us of gloating over the situation in Lebanon, of rejoicing at the unnecessary bloodshed, being glad that the differences which tear apart the Arab world would divert attention from themselves.  By implication, if not directly the accusers imply that Israel actually has a hand in fomenting these hostilities. 
Like so many of the other accusations our unscrupulous foes hurl against us this is totally unrealistic and that for obvious reasons.

Firstly, such situations can offer, at best, only momentary respite.  They do not offer solutions.  Troubled frontiers are always a threat.  If a neighbour’s house is burning one cannot be complacent.  The fire is liable to spread.

PEACE
He all-important point to remember is that Israel badly needs peace.  She needs peace within and without.  It is in her interest that the problems of the occupied territories shall be solved and she is doing all in her power, short of self-destruction, to find a solution.  But the Arab states are not helping.  A change of attitude on their part is long overdue.
Happily, Israel is no longer a helpless lamb among the wild beasts.  The globe may still be full of ferocious and lurking beasts of prey but their fangs are ow no longer decisive for Israel’s welfare.  Israel now has strength to be reckoned with.  Its armed might coupled with its moral and spiritual conviction of the righteousness of its cause are a match for any troublemakers.  But Israel does not gloat.  Its people devoutly pray that there may be speedy conciliation among the rival factions and an early development of the spirit of understanding and friendship both to each other and to their new neighbour, whose supreme desire is to live in harmony and brotherhood with all the nations and peoples who live in their richly potential region.
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